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  United Methodist Church 
    116 Summerhill Avenue 
Berwick, Pennsylvania  18603 
 

BETHANY BEACON 

Mission Statement:  We are a Beacon for God— 

Helping people to see, to accept and to grow in the light of Jesus Christ 
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A grand entrance 
Decades ago, as English actress Gertrude Lawrence 
waited behind the curtain for a play to begin, the    
queen upstaged her by arriving at the royal box to   
much applause. “What an entrance,” Lawrence re-
marked, to which her friend, playwright Noel Coward, 
replied,  “What a part!”  
Jesus certainly made a grand entrance into Jerusalem 
on Palm Sunday, entering to adoring shouts of 
“Hosanna!” But worldly glory and fame weren’t his      
intent. Instead, our Lord knew that his Father had      
prepared a sacrificial role for him. Jesus handled the  

adulation with dignity and poise. The humble yet courageous Son of God knew that danger,      
despair and death awaited — but that he must endure it all to fulfill prophecy for humanity’s sake.  
 
The pageantry of Palm Sunday is a stark contrast to the role of Suffering Servant that Jesus faced 
a few short days later. Yet each event during Holy Week represents victory — for Jesus as well as 
for his beloved children.  
 
Palm Sunday is a glorious day, so let us wave palms and shout, “Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
The Savior has come. What an entrance! What a part!  



 

 

Bethany Staff 
 
Rev. Stephen Portner, Pastor 

   Office 570-752-2576 
   Home 570-752-6113 

    Fax: 570-752-1009 
     sgportner@pa.metrocast.net 

Connie Wech, Administrative Assistant  
   Office 570-752-2576 

  Fax: 570-752-1009 
             bumc@pa.metrocast.net 

Cristie Bacher, Bethany Blessing Director 
   Office: 570-752-6282 

Joan and Melvin Kishbaugh, Custodians 

Paul Miller, Custodian      Home: 570-759-1456 
     

Beverly Collins, Pianist 

Ronald Sult, Treasurer 

Pam Samsel, Bells Director 
 

Website:  www.bethanyberwick.org 
PayPal available for gifts and tithes on our 

website.  
“Like” us on Facebook! 

https://www.facebook.com/bethanyumcberwick/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Week Worship Schedule 

Holy Thursday Tenebrae Service  

with Communion - 7:00 pm 
 

Good Friday Service - 7:00 pm 
 

 

Easter Sunday 

Easter Sunrise Service - 7:00 am  
 

 Traditional Worship Service - 8:30 am 

Sunday School - 9:45 am  

Contemporary Worship Service - 11:00 am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Short Term Prayer Concerns 

Wanda Sanders, Sharon Weaver, Bonnie Knolla, 

Paul Miller, Joan Harmon, Wanda Gunther,       

Kristine, Grace Enslin and Family, Maurice Ford, 

Eleanor Kishbaugh, Ron Kishbaugh, Viola Freed, 

Don and Jodi Walp, Morgan, Michelle Seigfried, 

Katie & Rodney Styer, Pete & Carole Unseth,     

Nina Baylor-Winship, Rachel and baby Travis , 

Phyllis Runge, Brandon & Family, Vivian Smith, 

Holly Hackenberg-Watts, Christine Whitebread,  

Hazel Schechterly, Erin, Jennifer and Family,       

Richard Benfield, Joe Smith,  

 Please note:  If you would like someone to be moved to 

the long-term list, please contact the church office. 

 

Long-Term Prayer Concerns 
 

Kim Varner, Wendy McClintock, Jennie Bedford, 

Sharon Lutz, Shirley Hornberger, Marlene Eckrote, 

Wanda Sanders, Jim & Carol Zeart, Olive Boone,        

Kim Kishbaugh, Warren Wolfe, Edna Mae Belles, 

Kent Williams, Joan Laubach, Rosemary Martz, 

Pastor Dennis McCracken, Joe Phillips, Sr.,   

Randy Hack 

 

An Electronic Copy of the Beacon will be posted on 

the website at     www.bethanyberwick.org 

mailto:bumc@evenlink.com


 

 

 

    

4/01 Chelsea Hunsinger 

4/03 George Miller 

4/06 Kathleen Bohl, Andrew Shaffer 

4/08 RuthAnn Brown, Ronald Kishbaugh,                  

 Erin Sullivan 

4/12 Edna Mae Belles, Howard Hess 

4/14 Sheila Williams 

4/18 Jennifer Carroll, Pam Kleintob 

4/21 Jacob Demler 

4/22 Alexis Grasley 

4/24 Hayden Pollock 

4/27 Richard Benfield, Carol Mowery,  

 Brittany Nowakoski 

4/29 Betty Morgan 

4/30 Richard Hause 

 
Believing in 

 

Sometimes we get caught up in thinking we 
need to understand God in order to have faith. 
But faith is more about trust than knowledge; 
it’s more about believing in someone than     
believing information. A child, for instance, 
doesn’t have to know the precise roads to 
Grandma’s house; he only needs to believe in 
his parents and their ability and desire to get 
him there safely. Similarly, we need not under-
stand all the intricacies of how God works; we 
can take a cue from the disciples and let belief 
in the risen Christ transform and empower us. 
 
In the words of Madeleine L’Engle (The Rock 
That Is Higher): “The disciples did not bother to 
try to understand the resurrection body. They 
doubted, and then they believed. They believed 
something so wonderful that it changed this 
broken, fragmented, beaten-down little group of 
men and women in a moment from depression 
to enthusiasm, from despair to new life, vibrant 
and unafraid.” 

 

 

Bethany United Methodist Church 

Peacemakers Prayer Support Ministry 

Matthew 5:9 

Blessed are the peacemakers,  

for they will be called sons of God.  

 

General Prayer for Departments: 

 Borough of Berwick Police Department 

 Briar Creek Township Police Department 

 Salem Township Police Department 

 Nescopeck Borough Police Department 

 Columbia County Sheriff's Office 

 South Centre Township Police Department 

 PA State Police Shickshinny Station 

Specific Daily Prayer for Officers:  April 2021 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

1.   Officer Victor Guevara 

 2.   Vernon Petty, Patrolman 

 3.   Detective Reagan Rafferty  

 4.   Deputy Kevin Katch 

 5.   Sgt. Phil Mainiero 

 6.   Officer Michael Quaranta 

 7.   Deputy William Waltman 

 8.   Clinton Libby, Patrolman 

 9.   Lee Pitonyak, Patrolman 

10.  Deputy Anthony Kopitsky 

11.  Officer Randy Gaugler 

12.  Dallas Herbert, Patrolman 

13.  Deputy William Miner 

14.  Eli MidDaugh, Patrolman 

15.  Justin Funk, Patrolman 

16.  Officer Jeremy Mulders 

17.  Deputy Jessica Surkin  

18.  Officer Jessica Shoup 

19.  Officer Philip Schlegel 

20.  Deputy Dale Stokes 

21. Chief Joseph Wysocki Jr, Camden Cty PD  

22.  Chief Kenneth Strish 

23.  Thomas D. Frace, Chief of Police 

24.  Chief Richard Haraschak III 

25.  Assistant Chief Troy Maneval 

26.  Chief William Richendrfer 

27.  Jarrod Noss, Criminal Investigator 

28.  Officer Christopher Kelchner 

29.  Sheriff Timothy Chamberlain 

30.  Chief Michael McNeal 



 

 

Missions & Evangelism 

Extra Mile Giving for April will go to the Unseths. 
 
Many of you know Pete and Carol, who serve at the Dallas International University, where future 
missionaries are learning the languages they will need to spread God's Word, and the Bible is 
translated into many languages.  Please give generously to help Pete and Carol as they enable the 
sharing of the Gospel to those who have never heard it in their own language. You may use the  
envelope provided with your Beacon.  Envelopes are also available at the Information Desk. 

Tying together the Testaments 
 
In most non-English-speaking nations, the holy day of Easter is known by a word derived from the 
Hebrew word for Passover: Pesach. In Greek, it’s Pasch; in Latin, Pascha; in Spanish, Pascua; and 
in French, Paques. 
 
Each spring, Jewish people observe the Passover festival to commemorate how God delivered 
them from slavery in Egypt. The Christian observance of the Lord’s Supper (the Eucharist, Holy 
Communion or the Lord’s Table) originated with Jesus sharing the Passover Seder meal with his 
disciples the night Judas betrayed him. Jesus connected the exodus story with his own mission:  
becoming a “Paschal Lamb” to save his people from the slavery of sin and its consequences. 
 

An Easter prayer 
 

From the grave’s depths, Lord Jesus Christ, you emerged, breaking the hold of sin, death and hell, 
that those who trust in you might share in your righteousness, life and beloved community with God 
the Father and all God's children. We bow in awe before your majesty, giving thanks for your grace 
extended so bountifully to us. By the power of your Spirit who lives within us, may we share the 
astonishing news of your resurrection with others, that they also may know your saving grace. 
Amen. 



 

 

A Slice of Bethany History 

April 9-10 
  8:00 am – 5:00 pm 

 

Everything Must Go! 
 

*Free Items 
*$1.00 Box Items 

*Make An Offer Items 

A fitting tribute 
 

When Christ entered into Jerusalem, the people 
spread garments in the way. When he enters 
into our hearts, we pull off our own righteous-
ness, and not only lay it under Christ’s feet but 
even trample upon it ourselves. 

YOU make a difference!  

The American Red Cross is so grateful to all our partners that continue 

to stand with us through the evolution of the Coronavirus Disease 2019 

(COVID-19). Hundreds of thousands of donors and blood drive hosts have 

responded to the call to support the lifesaving mission and we can’t thank you 

enough! 

 

Your commitment to host a blood drive with the American Red Cross truly 

made a difference! our commitment to host a blood drive with the American 

Red Cross truly made a difference! Your team registered 16 total donors, col-

lected 18 pints of blood and recruited 1 first-time donors. Your efforts have 

helped boost the community blood supply and ensure hospital patients have 

the lifesaving blood they need.  

http://t.givebloodtoday.redcrossblood.org/r/?id=h691625c3,189070e3,1643ff92&med=email&source=bioadobe&campdesc=EM_BHQ_BPL_Portal_Routine_Post_drive_NA1_NA2_071520&cid=357633519&did=PRDDM129211&bid=1763059139&subj=Thank%20you!%20How%20was%20your%20blood%2
http://t.givebloodtoday.redcrossblood.org/r/?id=h691625c3,189070e3,1643ff91&med=email&source=bioadobe&campdesc=EM_BHQ_BPL_Portal_Routine_Post_drive_NA1_NA2_071520&cid=357633519&did=PRDDM129211&bid=1763059139&subj=Thank%20you!%20How%20was%20your%20blood%2


 

 

Cultivating kindness 
 

Kind hearts are the gardens.  
Kind thoughts are the roots.  
Kind words are the flowers.  
Kind deeds are the fruits.  
 
Take care of your garden  
and keep out the weeds.  
Fill it with sunshine,  
kind words and kind deeds. 

 
—Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 

 


